THE TRUE GEORGE WASHINGTON

from this time on, and Washington wrote to " Dear
Jack/' -"I am always pleased with yours and Nelly's
abidance at Mount Vernon." When the winter
snows made the siege of Boston purely passive, the
couple journeyed with Mrs. Washington to Cam-
bridge, and visited at head-quarters for some months,
The arrival of children prevented the repetition of
such visits, but frequent letters, which rarely failed
to send love to ''Nelly and the little girls/' were CK-
changed. The acceptance of command compelled
Washington to resign the care of Custis's estate, for
which service "I have never charged him or his sis-
ter, from the day of my connexion with them to this
hour, one farthing for all the trouble I have had in
managing their estates, nor for any expense they
have been to me, notwithstanding some hundreds of
pounds would not reimburse the moneys I have actu-
ally paid in attending the public meetings in Wil-
liamsburg to collect their debts, and transact these
several matters appertaining to the respective es-
tates." Washington, however, continued his advice
as to its management, and in other letters advised
him concerning his conduct when Custis was elected
a member of the Virginia House of Delegates. In
the siege of Yorktown Jack served as an officer of
militia, and the exposure proved too much for him.
Immediately after the surrender, news reached Wash-
ington of his serious illness, and by riding thirty miles
in one day he succeeded in reaching Eltham in
" time enough to see poor Mr. Custis breath his last,"
leaving behind him "four lovely children, three girls
and a boy.",
